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As of writing, three of 11 Freedom of Information (FOI) Bills 
filed in the 19th Congress have adopted the FOI Bill 2022 

Agency Draft.

Following the virtual courtesy call conducted on June 15, 2022, 
where salient features of the Agency Draft of the FOI Bill were 
discussed, Quezon City Fifth District Representative Patrick 
Michael D. Vargas electronically filed House Bill (HB) No. 1638 
entitled “An Act Enabling the People’s Constitutional Right of 
Access to Information” on July 8, 2022. 

Meanwhile, Cebu City Second District Representative Eduardo 
R. Rama, Jr. also adopted the agency FOI Bill and filed HB No. 
2770 on July 29, 2022. 

The Agency FOI Bill was also adopted and filed by Parañaque 
City Second District Representative Gustavo S. Tambunting on 
August 01, 2022, a week after the conduct of a virtual courtesy 
call with the FOI Program Management Office (FOI-PMO) via 
Zoom teleconference. 

The FOI-PMO is closely monitoring the progress of the submitted 
legislative measures and will continue to lobby for the passage 
of the FOI Bill into law.

Agency draft of the FOI Bill:
3 filed in the 19th Congress

by Angelica May C. Antolin

What is FOI?
Established in 2016 through Executive Order No. 02, the Freedom of Information (FOI) aims to promote the constitutional 
right of every Filipino to have access to information, official records, public records, and documents and papers pertaining to 
official acts, transactions, or decisions, in any format, whether paper-based, digital, or audio-visual materials. No request for 
information shall be denied unless it falls under the list of exceptions and is considered a vexatious request. 

What are Frontline/Government Services?
Oftentimes, FOI Requests are confused with public service or frontline services. Most FOI Requesting Parties use FOI as an 
avenue to request for documents or information classified as frontline services. 

Frontline services refer to the processes or transactions between clients and government agencies involving an application 
for any privilege, right, permit, reward, license, concession, or for any modification, renewal, or extension of the enumerated 
applications and/or requests which are acted upon in the ordinary course of business of the agency or office concerned.

Request for information of an Agency to another government entity
In the case where the requesting party is a government agency, the request for information, public records, and official 
records related to the official functions and mandate of an agency shall be excluded from the ambit of the FOI Program and 
may be released in the normal business process of the agency. In addition, information or documents that are not related to 
the official function and mandate of the requesting agency may undergo the process provided for under the FOI Program.

FRIDA Knows!
by Maria Edralyn B. Amor
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Juan dela Cruz’s right to access public information is one 
of the rights he enjoys as a member of a democratic 

society. As a safeguard of democracy, the right to access 
information is intertwined with all other rights as 
enshrined in the 1987 Constitution. Access to information, 
both as a policy and a mechanism, compels the government 
to be transparent, highlights the accountability of 
public servants, and encourages citizen participation in 
governance.

Having established the right to access information as a 
fundamental right, what follows?

The barriers to one’s access must be eased, if not eliminated. 
The operationalization of Executive Order (EO) No. 2, 
series of 2016 - the enabling policy for the Freedom of 
Information (FOI) Program - is the Philippines’ instrument 
to ensure the upholding of this right. Similarly, this policy 
faces challenges. 
 

Provide people access
The Philippines has no FOI 

legislation, at least at the 
moment. The FOI bill has been in 
Congress for three decades and 
transparency advocates have 
since called for its passage. 
In the absence of an FOI law, 
government offices under the 
Executive branch implements 

the FOI Program. 

Citizens can request 
information from 

the government in 
two ways: one, by 
physically filing a 
request form in 
a government 
office, and two, 
by lodging a 
request through 
the electronic 
FOI Portal. 

The FOI Program 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 

fares among its global 
counterparts, if not a 

notch better than other 
long-established access to 
information bodies. It abides 
with similar jurisprudence 
and encounters similar 
challenges. 

FOI Philippines launched one 
of its capacity development 
activities last year in La 

Trinidad, Benguet. Its aim is to 
synchronize the national (FOI 

Program) and local (Benguet’s FOI Ordinance) mechanisms 
which allows the people to request information from both 
authorities. One of the participants wondered why it was 
only last year that he knew about such a program, in spite 
of the program running for five years. Instances like this 
allow reflection for people in the bureaucracy. 

Despite La Trinidad being adjacent to Baguio City, there 
seems to be a disparity between these two places in terms 
of access to public services. We often talk about digitizing 
our processes, but we tend to overlook that our landscape 
keeps proving that we still have a long way to go. 

Time is a commodity 
Perhaps one of the reasons why members of the media do 
not exactly rely on the FOI Program, unless they are on an 
investigative narrative, is because information requests 
are bound by a 15-day processing time; an addition of 20 
working days is due when a request is complex. Agencies, 
however, are able to process requests within an average of 
seven working days.

The FOI process should not be confused with the timelines 
of the Anti-Red Tape Act (ARTA) and the Ease of Doing 
Business law because these two are concerned with 
providing frontline and data-subject services.  

While we value the media utilizing FOI, it is important to note 
that the majority of FOI users are students, researchers, and 
data scientists. Given the scholarly need for information, 
WeSolve, a coalition of policy advocates and researchers 
and one of FOI Philippines’ partners, pointed out that for 
the information disclosure infrastructure to improve, 
government agencies should be capable of releasing their 
documents in an open and machine-readable format. In 
this way, researchers will be at ease in processing and 
interpreting their data. 

Disclosing information in a timely manner is  essential 
to the information consumption of citizens. Time is of 
paramount importance in decision making and doing 
business. Streamlining processes in disclosure mechanisms 
require integration of digital technology into our current 
systems, including but not limited to records management, 
facilitation of requests, and user engagement.

Quality management
Government is a rich source of data and one of FOI’s main 
functions is to address misinformation and disinformation. 

Related to the challenge of timely information disclosure 
is the veracity of documents released to the public by 
government agencies, yet there is a lingering question… 
how trustworthy are these? 

Public office is a public trust. One primary reason why 
information requests bank on a 15-working day timeline 
is because information officers ensure the authenticity of 
documents. These were vetted by an agency’s technical 
staff and high-level officials accordingly. In this way,

FOI’s seemingly endless cycle of challenges
by Valerie R. Valenzuela
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the information or data contained in these documents can 
be relied on by those who will make use of it. 

Equality in the twenty first century 
Trying to get hold of government information or services 
has long been a notion to be out of reach of an ordinary 
Filipino citizen. We are so accustomed to having an “insider” 
in a government office to be aware of such information or 
services. 

The FOI Program, as an information disclosure platform, 
operates with a “disclose to one, disclose to all” policy. 
Moreover, it is requestor and purpose blind. These 
precedents are put in place to ensure that information will 
be provided to citizens without looking at factors such as 
their socioeconomic background or ethnicity. Simply, this 
avoids discrimination and fosters inclusivity. 

Consequently, this is a huge hurdle yet to be conquered. It 
seems that those who are marginalized are the ones who 
lack access and, in one way or another, are unaware of their 
rights. 

These challenges run on a continuum and will remain so 
unless addressed progressively, at the least. With that, 
FOI Philippines has charted its course to collaborate with 
strategic institutions and organizations to advance the 
agenda of access to information in the Philippines. It will 
continue to seek collaborations that will bring innovation 
in capacity building, policy and program implementation, 
and digital transformation in order to achieve dynamic 
program development.

The Freedom of Information - Program Management 
Office (FOI-PMO), together with the students of 

the Asian Institute of Management (AIM), developed a 
recommender system for the electronic FOI (eFOI) Portal 
that seeks to improve the efficiency and service of the 
online platform. 

With this new system, information lodged by the requesting 
party through the eFOI Portal will be connected to the top 
three (3) government agencies who likely maintain, store, 
and provide the data or information. The system generates 
the names of the top three agencies by taking in keywords 
and comparing the new request with previously successful 
queries using the same keywords. 

Before the system was introduced, FOI Philippines noticed 
that requesting parties have come up with a “shotgun” 
strategy, wherein a requester creates an information 
request directed to several agencies with hopes that one of 
these agencies can provide the information he/she needs.  

Last year, to mitigate the concern of lodging FOI requests 
to wrong agencies, FOI Philippines released the No Wrong 
Door Policy, which mandates FOI officers to refer eFOI 
requests to appropriate agencies maintaining or storing 
the information within 72 hours or three days.

According to Mandy Mapa, one of the students who 
developed the system, “One bottleneck in processing FOI 
requests received through the FOI portal is connecting the 
requesting party with the agency that handles or maintains 
the information, especially with 561 agencies enrolled in 
the portal.”

Through the recommender system, FOI Philippines hopes 
there will be a decrease in the number of unsuccessful FOI 
requests due to them being directed to the incorrect agency.

FOI Philippines launched Barangay FOI - a capacity development activity dedicated to citizens of local governments 
with an FOI Ordinance - in the Province of Benguet last year to gauge the dynamics of access to information systems 
in both the national and local governments. 

Social inclusion is on the agenda of FOI Philippines. Virtual events are incorporated with simultaneous Filipino Sign 
Language interpretations.
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Freedom of Information (FOI) Program stakeholders, 
users, sectoral partners, and the general public 

witnessed the online live broadcast of another FOI 
Philippines initiative, FOI Talks, for the first time on 
September 14, 2022.

FOI Talks is a virtual interview series with key FOI strategic 
partners from the civil society and non-government sectors 
that aims to showcase their notable programs, projects, and 
activities related to advocating for and instituting access 
to information in their respective communities. This call-
to-action activity encourages more stakeholders to form 
partnerships with the office and become FOI Champions in 
their own right.

The pilot episode of FOI Talks focused on the office’s 
engagement with the business community through the 
Makati Business Club (MBC). Having adapted the episode 
theme, “Pioneering Access to Information for the 
Business Sector,” Ms. Catch Ofilada, Project Lead for MBC’s 
governance advocacy, elaborated on the organization’s 
economic and democratic pillars, as well as its connection 
with the FOI Program, which includes various partnership 
activities carried out for and with FOI Philippines.

FOI Microsite and other MBC initiatives for and with 
FOI

The partnership between FOI and MBC formally started in 
2020, when the lobbying for the passage of an FOI Bill in 
Congress was at one of its peaks. Having shared affinity to 
empower the business sector through giving them better 
access to government information, their engagements grew 
from having implemented webinars and orientations on FOI 
to being staunch colleagues in a Technical Working Group 
(TWG) composed of government and non-governmental 
organizations such as the Right to Know, Right Now! 
(R2KRN) Coalition, FOI Youth Initiative, and WeSolve to 
harmonize the FOI Bill legislative lobbying efforts.

Ms. Ofilada stressed the features and functions of the FOI 
Microsite in one of the hosts’ inquiries. “We thought about 
the microsite as a repository of information. As we were 
going along the course of the project, syempre dumadami 
ang mga posters, yung mga materials, briefers, and the 
things you create for the event. And we didn’t really want 
them to be in the ether; we wanted some place to keep all of 
that information so our partners and stakeholders can just 
search for it and see the recordings of the events, (and) all 
of the materials that we had seen in the past.”

Apart from serving as a repository for FOI-related 
materials, it also includes a direct link to the electronic FOI 
Portal, allowing visitors to the microsite to be directed to 
the FOI website, and business sectors to know where they 
can access the information they need. 

Moving forward with the MBC-FOI Philippines collaboration, 
the two offices plan to implement an FOI Bridging Program 
for the business sector. The program serves as a government 
information matching tool, bringing the information needs 
of FOI users and stakeholders closer and more accessible.

What’s next after MBC? 

During its six (6) years of implementing the FOI Program, 
FOI Philippines has established solid partnerships not only 
with the business sector, but also with the youth sector and 
election-focused organizations.

In upcoming FOI Talks! episodes, the office will explore its 
collaboration highlights with these sectors, as well as how 
these were instrumental in advocating for the FOI Program.

FOI Talks! is being spearheaded by the Strategic Partnerships 
Unit (SPU) of the Compliance Monitoring Division 
(CMD). The unit is in charge of seeking, establishing, and 
maintaining partnerships for and with non-governmental 
sectors and organizations that are eager to advocate for the 
FOI Program in their respective groups.

FOI Philippines brings spotlight to its sectoral partner 
through FOI Talks

by Marinella R. Ricafranca

UMALOHOKAN | 05



One hundred fifty three (153) 
Information Commissioners, 

Right to Information (RTI) 
Ombudspersons, key personalities 
and access to information experts 
from across the regions of Europe, 
Africa, America, Asia, and Ocenia 
gathered around the state of Puebla, 
in Mexico from June 22 - 24, 2022 for 
the 13th Edition of the International 
Conference of Information 
Commissioners (ICIC). 

The ICIC is held annually to protect 
and promote access to public 
information, encourage and support 
dialogue and mutual cooperation, 
foster the creation and sharing of 
information and best practices, 
and act as a collective voice in the 
international community to raise 
awareness of issues affecting access 
to public information.

With the theme “Access to 
Information, Participation, and 
Inclusion in the Digital Age,” 
the 2023 ICIC revolved around the 
subtopics ranging from artificial 
intelligence, algorithmic governance, 
open government, transparency by 
design, disinformation, and press 
freedom. 

FOI Philippines did the work at ICIC 
13th Edition

Former FOI Philippines Program 
Director Atty. Kristian R. Ablan 
along with two FOI staff represented 
the country and the office at the 

13th ICIC and took part in parallel 
sessions, panel sessions, workshops, 
regional network side events, and 
ICIC Technical Working Group (TWG) 
meetings as a resource speaker, 
rapporteur, moderator, and a 
participant.

As a rapporteur during the parallel 
session titled, “Access to Information, 
Misinformation, and Freedom of the 
Press in the Digital Age,” then FOI 
Program Director Ablan relayed 
the discussions of African Freedom 
Information Center Executive 
Secretary Gilbert Sedungwa and 
ARTICLE 19 Executive Director 
Quinn McKew, which are centered 
on the critical role of freedom of 
the press and access to timely, 
relevant, and accurate information 
in strengthening democratic 
regimes, the risks involved when 
misinformation on digital platforms 
remains uncontrollable. 

Atty. Ablan also served as a resource 
speaker panelist at the ICIC Regional 
side event titled, “International 
Cooperation and Access to 
Information (ATI) Legislation: The 
Roles of Networks of ATI Oversight 
Bodies,” which was led and co-
organized by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO).

He discussed and examined the 
critical role of regional networks of 
ATI oversight bodies in advancing 
the Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) 16.10.2 indicator with his co-
panelists. The indicator states the 
number of countries that adopt and 
implement constitutional, statutory, 
and/or policy guarantees for public 
access to information.

Additionally, Atty. Ablan facilitated 
the proceedings of another regional 
network meeting titled, “Getting 
to Know the Asian Access to 
Information Alliance (AAIA): 
Plans, Perspectives, and Partners,” 
which was co-organized by the FOI-
Program Management Office.

The session fleshed out the proposed 
Joint Declaration of Cooperation 
on the Guiding Principles of AAIA 
stating the alliance’s projected 
areas of cooperation on the: (a) 
the development of stronger FOI 
legislative frameworks and policies; 
(b) implementation of effective FOI 
peer learning and capacity building 
mechanisms; and (c) consolidation 
of FOI representation from the Asian 
region in the broader access to 
information community, among other 
things.

Meanwhile, in the workshop 
organized by the Center for Law 
and Democracy (CLD), Atty. Ablan 
discussed the Philippines’ experience 
in utilizing its Right to Information 
(RTI) Implementation Assessment: 
Comprehensive Methodology, a 
methodology designed for use by 
independent ATI oversight bodies or 
independent commissions to assess

FOI Philippines joins the 13th ICIC in Mexico; Receives 14th 
ICIC hosting conferment

by Marinella R. Ricafranca
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the existence and quality of the legal 
framework for RTI. 

Furthermore select ATI Information 
Commissioners and representatives 
from across the regions of Oceania, 
Europe, Africa, Iberoamerica, and 
North America reported their 
learnings, and ways forward 
their efforts and initiatives on 
implementing Access to Information 
where former FOI Program 
Director Ablan discussed the recent 
developments in the potential 
formation of AAIA, including its 
plans and priorities for the months 
following the Conference.

Philippines announced as the host 
country of the ICIC 14th Edition 

Instituto Nacional de Transparencia, 
Acceso a la Informacion, y 
Protección de Datos Personales 
(INAI) Commissioner Adrian Alcala 
announced that the Philippines, 
through the FOI-PMO, will host the 
next ICIC in 2023, to be followed by 
Albania in 2024.
The Philippines is the first country in 
Southeast Asia to be accredited as an 
ICIC member, the first in Asia to host 
the ICIC.

The country’s Freedom of Information 

(FOI) Program is operationalized by 
virtue of Executive Order No. 2, which 
was signed and approved on July 23, 
2016 by then-President Rodrigo Roa-
Duterte. It is being implemented by 
the FOI-PMO, which is now part of the 
Philippine Information Agency (PIA) 
under the new administration.

This year’s conference was 
spearheaded by the Instituto 
Nacional de Transparencia, Acceso a 
la Informacion, y Protección de Datos 
Personales (INAI) in Mexico.



September 28 of every year is proclaimed by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) General Conference as the 
International Day for Universal Access to Information 
(IDUAI). The Freedom of Information - Program 
Management Office (FOI-PMO) led the celebration of IDUAI 
in the country, adhering to the theme “Artificial Intelligence, 
e-Governance, and Access to Information.”

Leveraging digital technologies to improve public service 
delivery has been the path often taken by nations, perhaps 
the only way there is, towards ease of doing transactions 
between governing bodies and their constituents. The 
same is true in the Philippines in the field of access to 
information. 

“Sa pag-usbong ng e-governance, nailalatag nito ang mga 
oportunidad para sa ating lahat upang maging produktibong 
miyembro ng ating komunidad [The rise of e-governance 
opens up opportunities for all of us to be productive members 
of our community],” FOI Program Director Ms. Krizia Casey 
P. Avejar emphasized in her IDUAI message.

The FOI Philippines, as a member of the International 
Conference of Information Commissioners (ICIC), has also 
promoted IDUAI in the Filipino language to partake in the 
global initiatives of localizing the same.  

Director Lindsay Barrientos, EnP of the UNESCO National 
Commission of the Philippines (UNACOM) commended the 
unwavering commitment of the FOI-PMO in responding 
to the call for transparency and full public disclosure of 
information through the electronic FOI Portal. 

This year’s celebration of IDUAI around the globe explored 
the challenges and opportunities brought by artificial 
intelligence and digital governance, as well as their role in 
establishing well-functioning democratic societies across 
all nations.

Official establishment of the Asian Access to 
Information Alliance

In accordance with one of its mandates to form and 

maintain strategic alliances with institutions and 
organizations implementing access to information policies 
and programs, the FOI Philippines, alongside co-founding 
members, has signed the Joint Declaration of Cooperation 
that officially established the Asian Access to Information 
Alliance (AAIA) on September 28, 2022. 

AAIA’s co-founding members include the Kingdom of 
Cambodia, the State of Israel, the Republic of China 
(Taiwan), the Republic of Maldives, and the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

AAIA is a multi-state partnership founded on the 
principles of solidarity, knowledge exchange, and strategic 
cooperation, and is composed of government bodies 
implementing comprehensive access to information 
programs, policies, frameworks, and best practices.

“In truth, a long road is ahead of us in our goal to 
institutionalize the right to information in every corner of 
Asia, but we have taken an important step in this journey. 
With the establishment of AAIA, it is our hope that the 
Alliance would be a beacon for this great endeavor,” 
Philippine Information Agency (PIA) Director-General and 
FOI Champion Ramon L. Cualoping III said in his message 
of support during the momentous event. 

The Chairperson of the Council of Europe Convention on 
Access to Official Documents (also known as the Tromsø 
Convention) and permanent representative of Estonia to 
the Council of Europe Rasmus Lumi also expressed his 
excitement in developing access to information globally. He 
added that they are open to new contacts and collaborations 
on access to official information with like-minded partners 
around the world.

“Access to information and international cooperation 
means finding common solutions for the well-being of our 
people and the planet, at the same time underpinning fairer, 
more open, and transparent societies where no one is left 
behind,” shared by President Commissioner Blanca Lilia 
Ibarra of the National Institute for Transparency, Access to 
Information and Personal Data Protection (INAI) of Mexico 
who avidly supported the formation of AAIA.

The FOI Philippines, through its ad hoc AAIA secretariat, 
conducted a series of online and in-person exploratory 
meetings and consultations with information 
commissioners and representatives from various Asian 
countries prior to the ceremonial signing event.

IDUAI 2022 zooms in on digitalization of access to
information and cooperation

by Angelica May C. Antolin
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The Freedom of Information – Program Management 
Office (FOI-PMO) conducted a technical study visit in 

Australia on May 30 – June 03, 2022, as part of its continuing 
professional development initiatives for its personnel and 
staff.

The end-goal of the FOI-PMO is to build a nation of smart 
citizens and an open government. In achieving this mission, 
the agency commits to enhancing the competence of its 
personnel and improving its methods and practices for 
institutionalizing access to information through knowledge 
expansion.

The technical study visit to Australia, with a focus on the 
themes of access to information, open government, data, 
records management, and archiving, provided delegates 
to examine and compare various policies and initiatives 
implemented by the Australian government to uphold and 
promote the right of its citizens to access information.

During the study visit, participants were fully immersed in 
the operational dynamics of the Australian government as 
it carried out its constitutional obligation to ensure that its 
citizens could access public information.

Data Availability and Transparency Act (DATA)

By enhancing and expanding the use of national data assets, 
the Office of the National Data Commissioner (ONDC), 
which serves as Australia’s national educator and regulator 
for sharing government data, contributes to building public 
confidence in governmental institutions. 

ONDC enacted the Data Availability and Transparency Act 
(DATA) 2022 program to promote efficient and secure 
data sharing among government agencies. Under the 
DATA Scheme, Accredited Users can request Australian 
Government data from a Data Custodian. An Accredited 
Data Service Provider can be used to provide data services 
to support the data sharing project.

Records Authority of Australia

Also known as the Records Authority of Australia, 
the National Archives of Australia (NAA) is primarily 
responsible for establishing policies on the management 
of official government records. Its role includes advocating 
information governance as a tool for managing information 
assets. The agency ensures that its information management 

procedures satisfy stakeholders’ business requirements 
and legal and ethical commitments.

To establish an enterprise-wide approach to the agency’s 
information assets and reduce exposure risks, the FOI-PMO 
plans to adopt and develop its information governance. The 
initiative will assist the agency in decision-making, risk 
management, and compliance requirements. Additionally, 
it will aid in the appropriate creation, description, 
management, and storage of information.

Office of the Australian Information Commission 
(OAIC)

The Office of the Australian Information Commission 
(OAIC) promotes and upholds the right to privacy 
and access to information. The agency is in charge of 
performing oversight functions regarding the operation of 
the FOI Act and ensuring that government bodies abide by 
the set guidelines of the law. The OAIC provides an avenue 
for individuals dissatisfied with the actions provided by 
a government institution regarding FOI by conducting 
investigations and mediations.

IPC and its GIPA Tool

The Information Privacy Commission of New South Wales 
(IPC-NSW) is the counterpart of the FOI Philippines in 
operational dynamics and structure. The IPC - NSW oversees 
the implementation of the Government Information Public 
Access Act (GIPA) 2009 within governmental institutions 
regulated by the act. Additionally, it audits appeals made 
by individuals and the actions taken by the institution 
to guarantee compliance with set requirements and 
guidelines.

The IPC GIPA Tool, a free cloud-based and fully supported 
internet-based application, will assist all GIPA-regulated 
agencies in complying with the legislation when processing 
and reporting on government information access 
applications. 

***
The cold breeze of the land down under did not bother 
the participants who were filled with the warmth of the 
knowledge mustered during the visit.

Other offices visited were the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade in Canberra and Australian Special Broadcasting 
Service in Melbourne.

iProbe: Access to information in the land of down under
by Dianne M. Gammad
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Freedom of Information - Program Management 
Office (FOI-PMO) conducted the first leg of the 2022 

Transparency Webinar on August 8, 2022 via Zoom to 
inform and engage representatives from the national and 
local government, civil society, academe, media, and the 
general public on the FOI Program.

The webinar showcased various government initiatives 
regarding transparency and accountability, putting the 
spotlight on the Geographic Information System (GIS) 
Web Application of the Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH),  which helps navigate highway networks 
and make information on road planning, construction, 
and maintenance processes available; the GeoRisk PH of 
the Department of Science and Technology - Philippine 
Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS-DOST), 
a web application for citizens to visit information about 
natural hazards, exposure, and other risk information; and 
the Philippine Government Electronic Procurement System 
Procurement Service (PhilGEPS) on the modernization 
of the e-Bid submission processes to promote efficient 
government procurements. The FOI-PMO also discussed 
the Freedom of Information Program and how is it a vital 
right of the citizens. 

One of the invited speakers is DOST Secretary Renato U. 
Solidum Jr. who shared inspiring thoughts about digitization 
and applications that are data-driven same as the GeoRisk 
PH. Secretary Solidum imparted that digital transformation 
is not only digitizing whatever we have but it is providing 
the citizens a tool that they can use for analytics that can 
empower them to have informed decision-making that can 
help them decide for themselves. 

Part of the talented roster is PhilGEPS Officer-in-Charge 
and Division Chief of the EGP Development & Operations 
Division, Mr. James Angub, who took the opportunity to 
showcase the current development plans of Philgeps to 
digitize the government procurement process.

The event was also attended by Mr. Andro Santiago, the FOI 
Receiving Officer of the DPWH who left his audience with 

a quote.  “We can only achieve public trust if we involve 
you (citizens)  by engaging with us (government).” This is 
also the hope of the FOI Program. The Program encourages 
its citizens to be engaged and to hold the government 
accountable by exercising their right to access government 
information. 

Part of the line-up is the Senior Compliance Monitoring 
Officer of the FOI-PMO,  Ms. Ma. Danica Orcullo. Ms. Orcullo 
reminded our FOI advocates that the FOI Program is the 
general rule and that the data privacy act is the exception 
itself.  Any information or document containing sensitive 
personal information must be redacted to keep the privacy 
of persons. This just shows that the FOI Program is not 
focused on alienating a person’s privacy but to have an 
informed citizenry.

The event was also graced and opened by our newest 
FOI Champion, the Director General of the Philippine 
Information Agency (PIA) Undersecretary Ramon Lee 
Cualoping III and was capped off by no other than the FOI 
Program Director, Ms. Krizia Casey Avejar.

This webinar was made possible by the Philippine 
Information Agency (PIA) through the FOI-PMO,  in 
partnership with the DPWH, PHIVOLCS-DOST, and 
PhilGEPS.

2022 TRANSPARENCY ROADSHOW GOES DIGITAL
by Patricia Marri O. Maranan
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The Freedom of Information (FOI) Philippines officially launched the FOI Mobile application during the sixth 
anniversary celebration of the signing of Executive Order No. 2, series of 2016 - the enabling policy of the FOI 

Program - on July 22, 2022, via FOI Philippines’ Facebook Live. 

Built primarily with the essential features of the FOl, the mobile application enables users to navigate previously made 
information requests, locate FOI Philippines’ official social media pages, and utilize other transparency initiatives of the 
government, such as GeoRisk PH and Hazard Hunter PH of the Department of Science and Technology - 
Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (DOST-PHIVOLCS), Geospatial Information 
System (GIS) web application of the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH), 
and OpenStat of the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA).

One of the application’s developers, Ms. Kate Refendor, a 
user interface designer, shared that the FOI Mobile 
application subscribes to a multi-platform 
approach. This means that data and log-in 
information in the electronic FOI Portal 
are mirrored in the application.

“This year, FOI is anchored on 
the theme bridging information, 
connecting the nation. With the FOI 
Mobile application in full deployment, 
FOI is moving a step forward in 
revolutionizing information disclosure 
through the FOI Program,” former 
FOI Program Director Kristian R. Ablan 
emphasized in his opening remarks. 

Through the FOI Mobile application, citizens can 
access information, official records, and public 
records from national government agencies, state 
universities and colleges, government-owned and 
controlled corporations, and local water districts.

When making an information request, the requesting 
public must register using the application. If he/
she already has an existing account made through the 
electronic FOI Portal, he/she must provide his/her login 
credentials. 

The FOI Philippines has been committed to expand the reach of 
its services by providing the public a platform with a simplified 
and user-friendly interface

The FOI Mobile application is available for download on Google Play 
and on the Apple App Store.



ABOUT THE COVER 

Kamay Mo, Kamay Ko, Tulong Tayo, Inc. (KMKKTT), a 
community association of senior citizens in Caloocan City, 
invited FOI Philippines to talk about the people’s right 
to access public information last 12 August 2022. There 
were over a hundred senior citizens who were present in 
Barangay 73 Covered Court.

Download the FOI Mobile application by scanning the QR 
code. The FOI Mobile application was launched in July 
2022, alongside the sixth anniversary of the signing of 
Executive Order No. 2, series of 2016 – the enabling policy 
of the FOI Program.


